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Cl ass Specifications
for the C ass:

CORRECTI ONS FAM LY COUNSELOR

Cl ass Di sti ngui shers:

Conplexity: Positions in this class independently provide
fam |y counseling and treatnent services for inmtes in a
correctional facility. Famly counseling and treatnent services
focus on famly dynam cs and the effects of alcohol and chem cal
dependency on the entire famly systemin addressing the special
needs of inmates. The work involves assessing famly
rel ati onship probl ens and needs of the inmate; devel opi ng,
i npl enenting and eval uating individual treatnment plans which
address famly relationship problens (e.g., parenting, divorce,
| oss of custody rights, abandonnent, abuse, etc.); conducting
famly education and famly counseling services for inmtes and
their famlies; coordinating counseling services wth other care
service providers; and assisting inmates with preparation of pre-
parole plans. The nore difficult and conpl ex problens such as
mental illness, psychol ogical problens, etc., are referred to
speci al i zed departnental personnel.

Personal Contacts: Personal contacts include other facility
personnel such as caseworkers, other providers of specialized
treatnent services (e.g., substance abuse treatnent), adult
correction officers, etc., in coordinating services with other
inmate activities; departnental personnel such as pre-parole
of ficers or parole board nenbers in providing information on the
treatment progress of inmates; famly nmenbers, relatives,
guardi ans, etc., to facilitate the devel opnent of supportive
famly relationships; Child Protective Services personnel to
facilitate visits wth children; and representatives of comunity
agencies to assist inmates with establishing a support system and
aftercare services.

Supervi sion Received: Positions in this class work under
t he general supervision of the Therapeutic Community Branch
chief, in accordance with departnental rules, regulations,
policies, programgoals, and procedures.

Ful | Performance Knowl edge and Abilities: (Know edge and
abilities required for full performance in this class.)

Knowl edge of: Soci al /enotional aspects of human behavi or;
common famly relationship problens; nethods and techni ques of
counseling; interview ng techniques; comunity resources and the
services they provide; goals and objectives of the State
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correctional substance abuse treatnent prograns; basic conponents
of the State correctional program departnental prograns, rules,
policies and procedures; and report witing.

Ability to: Develop and inplenent treatnment plans for
rebui I'ding of dysfunctional famly relationships of the
chem cal |y dependent inmate; conduct famly education and famly
counseling for inmates and their famlies; collect, evaluate and
interpret facts and nmake sound deci sions; establish rapport with
chem cal |l y dependent inmates; |earn and provi de substance abuse
treatment services; communicate effectively both orally and in
witing; and establish and maintain cooperative working
rel ati onships with others.

Exanpl es of Duties: (Positions may not be assigned all of the
duties l1sted, nor do the exanpl es necessarily include all the
duties that may be assigned. The om ssion of specific statenents
does not preclude managenent from assigning such duties if such
duties are a |logical assignnment for the position. The
classification of a position should not be based solely on the
exanpl es of duties perforned.)

1. Provi de professional famly counseling and treatnent
services to inmates participating in correctional facility
subst ance abuse treatnent prograns.

2. Interview clients and gat her personal information to assess
probl ens and needs related to dysfunctional famly
rel ati onshi ps.

3. Devel op and i npl enent individualized treatnent plans
addressing famly relationship problens.

4. Provide famly education sessions and famly counseling
services to participating inmates and their famlies to
provi de an understandi ng of needs and assist with resol ving
fam |y probl ens.

5. Assi st substance abuse treatnent counselors with screening
of inmates for program participation.

6. Confer with inmates’ substance abuse counselors to analyze
i ndi vidual cases and coordi nate substance abuse treatnment
and fam |y counseling services.

7. Assi st inmates with pre-parole planning by establishing
contacts with potential enployers, aftercare providers,
residential managers, self-help groups (e.g., Alcoholics
Anonynous), etc.
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8. Assist inmates with obtaining help for financial, |egal and
ot her personal problens by providing instructions and

gui dance.
9. Mai ntain case files which includes activities, progress

notes, eval uations, and recommendations for further
treatment services related to rebuilding of famly
rel ati onshi ps.

This is the first specification for the new cl ass
CORRECTI ONS FAM LY COUNSELOR.
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